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Remarks by A. Wess Mitchell, Assistant Secretary, Bureau of European and 
Eurasian Affairs 
The Atlantic Council 
October 18, 2018 
 
“We seek strong allies and partners that are free, independent and confident states, 
willing and able to share the burden of Western defense. Only strong and confident 
allies will be able, in the words of the NATO Charter, to “safeguard the freedom, 
common heritage, and civilization of their peoples” in the era of competition that is 
unfolding before us. With strong allies, and supported by the love of freedom that is the 
West’s greatest legacy, we will once again prevail.” 
 
 
Confronting Iran 
The Trump Administration’s Strategy 
By Secretary of State, Michael R. Pompeo 
 
“The U.S. is determined to pursue a maximum pressure campaign to confront the 
regime in #Iran, which defies international norms, abuses the Iranian people’s human 
rights, and spreads death and destruction around the world.” 
 
 
Treasury Sanctions Vast Financial Network Supporting Iranian Paramilitary Force 
That Recruits and Trains Child Soldiers 
U.S. Department of the Treasury 
October 16, 2018 
 
The U.S. Department of the Treasury’s Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) took 
action today against a vast network of businesses providing financial support to the 
Basij Resistance Force (Basij), a paramilitary force subordinate to Iran’s Islamic 
Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC).   
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The sanctions countdown clock is ticking - Infographic 
ShareAmerica 
October 17, 2018 
 
 
Helping Iranians ‘take back their basic human rights’ [video] 
ShareAmerica 
October 11, 2018 
 
With a November 4 deadline approaching, after which a full slate of U.S. sanctions on 
the Iranian regime will return, U.S. officials met with members of the Iranian diaspora to 
highlight the plight of 800 prisoners of conscience held by the Iranian government and 
other human rights abuses by the regime against its own people. 
 
 
Iran exports violence and repression 
ShareAmerica 
October 18, 2018 
 
Over the past decade, the Iranian regime has rapidly expanded its citizens army model 
— the Basij Resistance Force, a volunteer paramilitary force — inside and outside Iran. 
 
 
U.S. sanctions Iranian group that recruits child soldiers 
ShareAmerica 
October 18, 2018 
 
The U.S. has announced sanctions against a network of businesses in Iran that 
supports a group recruiting and training children to be soldiers. 
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